So                     GEORGE  DEWEY

were talking of voluntary retirement, I always an-
swered :

"Not until the law makes me. While you are
on the active list there is a chance for action/'

Farragut has always been my ideal of the naval
officer, urbane, decisive, indomitable. Whenever I
have been in a difficult situation, or in the midst of
such a confusion of details that the simple and right
thing to do seemed hazy, I have often asked myself,
"What would Farragut do?" In the course of the
preparations for Manila Bay I often asked myself
this question, and I confess that I was thinking of
him the night that we entered the Bay, and with the
conviction that I was doing precisely what he would
have done. Valuable as the training of Annapolis
was, it was poor schooling beside that of serving
under Farragut in time of war.

Commander Melancthon Smith succeeded Cap-
tain Selfridge in command of the Mississippi, before
the advance on New Orleans. By this time the six
officers who were senior to me had all gone to other
ships. With their departure I ranked next to the
captain and became executive officer.

I was very young for the post, but fortunately
looked rather old for my years. Indeed, I remember
being asked one day, when there was a question
about seniority for a court-martial, whether or not
I was older than another lieutenant, who was in fact
my senior by ten years. When Farragut explainedr which she was
